
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

“Waging War” 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2011 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

May 15, 2011 

 

Becoming the People of the Resurrection 
 

Read Romans 7:7ff 
 
Romans 7:1-6 graphically images the truth of Romans 6:1-7.  We were once married to sin and 
the Law, but having died, we are no longer married to sin and the Law and are now married to 
Jesus Christ.  There is no sense in which we are single and thus unmarried.  Everyone is 
married to something or someone.  Within the larger framework of Romans 6 through 8 there 
are a series of questions raised by Paul and then answered.  We can only assume such 
questions were being asked by his audience.   
 
The questions raised in Romans 7:7 and 7:13 can only be answered in the context of our 
marriage/union to Christ.  Romans 7:7 and following answer two questions.  First, “Is the Law 
sin?” (v. 7), and second, “Did that which is good become a cause of death for me?” (v. 13).  The 
answer to both questions is “no.”  
 
The questions are asked because, although married to Christ, we find ourselves discontented.  
We still desire to flirt with someone other than Christ.  We have adulterous thoughts and acts 
and some find themselves in polygamist relationships with multiple spouses (i.e. anything 
added to or subtracted from Jesus Christ).  Why this persistent wandering heart and blood lust 
for someone other than Jesus Christ?  The fact that this struggle for “marriage” purity is real 
and present is notable by the tense usage throughout Romans 7.  The conclusion we come to is 
“evil is present in us” (v. 21).  How are we to approach this persistent battle and wage war 
against the desire to wander from Christ?   
 
First, although married to Christ (i.e. crucified with Christ, buried with Christ and raised 
together with Christ) we still have remaining in us indwelling sin.  Thankfully, what we once 
were (vv. 14, 15), we no longer are (vv. 16, 17), but still have (vv. 18-21).  Because of indwelling 
sin, sin will continue to war against the inner man/mind. Yet with our mind we are free from 
the body of this death while joyfully concurring with the Law of God. 
 
Second, thus, as long as we live in this physical body, sin and death will be a present 
attendant.  Sin’s attendance is always grieving to the inner man/mind.  As a prisoner in 
bondage to sin, freedom is found only through Jesus Christ the Lord. Therefore, we will fight 
the law of sin and joyfully concur with the law of God by renewing the mind (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 
4:23; Rom. 6-8) 
 
Finally, the struggle is real, but is not an excuse for betrayal. Presenting oneself to sin cannot 
be a pattern of life.  We must stop deceiving ourselves – we must not and cannot be a 
polygamist, a perpetual adulterer or “a player” and be married to Christ.   STOP. 
LOVE CHRIST ALONE. 


